Advanced Placement Microeconomics

Mrs. Bontrager 

I just got married!  My previous name was Ms. Carlson (
Email: carlsonw@rbhs208.org or bontragerw@rbhs208.org 
Phone: 708.442.7500 ext. 133 voicemail: 2273

Communication:

· Email is best.  I check my email often and am generally quick to reply.

· SKYWARD:  I update Skyward regularly.  Please check Skyward for your grade.  
Course Introduction:

AP Microeconomics is offered first semester at Riverside Brookfield High School.  Microeconomics will focus on individuals and industries (rather than national and world economies).  We have two main goals for this course:  to make economics both more accessible and more interesting.  In reaching toward these goals, we will be preparing each of you to pass the AP Microeconomics and/or AP Macroeconomics exam in May.  

Materials
· Principles of Economics, Gregory Mankiw
· You do not need to bring this to class unless I tell you that you need it
· Advanced Placement Microeconomics workbook, John Morton
· You need to bring this EVERY day
· We will be going to the bookstore _____________________ & you will need $_____________
· Notebook
· When the bell rings you are expected to have your notebook open and a pen/pencil in your hand, ready to take notes
· Binder
· I will be giving you a lot of readings to supplement the textbook.  You will find a binder very necessary.
· Calculator
· You may use a simple calculator in class and on the exams in this course (however the AP exam does not allow you to use calculators, so don’t become too dependent on it!)
· Graphing calculators are not allowed in this course.  If you have somewhat of an addiction and just can’t get enough of those amazing calculator games, I may happen to keep your calculator for some length of time.
Course Expectations & Commitment
This course involves daily preparation and a lot of practice.  For many students, the only way to understand economics is through repetition—going over concepts again and again until they really make sense.  We are here to help, but you need to make the commitment to complete your assignments, go to review sessions, and understand the concepts.  You have made the choice to be in a college level course, we expect your academic behavior to reflect that of a college student.  

Please note that weighted credit will only be given to those who take the exam.  

Grading
Grades are based upon the following weightings:

Homework 40%

Exams 40%

Quizzes 20%

Homework
AP Microeconomics involves daily work of two basic types: textbook readings and workbook assignments.  You should assume that daily preparation will require between 45 minutes to an hour on average each night.  High quality work is expected.  Please take the necessary time to complete your assignments thoughtfully and thoroughly.

Homework will be checked randomly throughout the week.  Each homework check is worth 10 points.  If the assignment is complete (this means you attempted it; it may not be correct, but something is written) you will receive 10 points.  If the assignment is not complete when I check the work or if you leave the assignment in your locker you will receive a 0—no exceptions.

The expectation for other assignments will be clearly defined and will be worth 10-20 points.  For each unit, homework will be worth a total of approximately 70-80 points.  This means that if you complete all of your homework and get a 60% on your exams, you will have a “C” in the course.    

Exams
There will be six unit exams, each worth approximately 100 points.  On the morning of each exam, we will have a review session in a TBD location.  
Students who do not receive a passing grade on an individual exam MUST attend a review session and retake the exam within a week.  Note that class time is not used to go over or to retake exams.   Students will receive further instructions on review sessions and retakes following the first exam.  
Participation:

The students are expected to contribute to class daily.  The course is taught along the lines of a college seminar. Students are expected to be prepared to discuss the assigned readings and review the workbook activities.   

Make up work:

If you are absent, you are responsible for any information that you may have missed.  You may talk to me before or after class about your assignments. Please do not raise your hand mid-class and expect me to discuss your make-up work with you.

If you are absent on a test day or on the day a project is due, you will be expected to take the test or turn in the project on the day you return to school.

If you miss a test or quiz you have two days to arrange a time for you to complete the test.  If this is not done, it will be considered as late work.  If you do not show up for an appointed time, 10% will be taken off of your grade.  
Cheating

Cheating will not be tolerated!  Cheating is defined as giving or receiving answers on any assignment.  Unless instructed by the teacher, all assignments are to be done on an individual basis.  The consequences for cheating are listed in the student handbook and will be strictly observed.  

House Rules

#1 Be here.  Both in presence and spirit.  Don’t be late.  Don’t work on other things.  
#2 Be efficient.  Use all of your time wisely.  Please do not start packing up your belongings before the class is concluded & DO NOT line up at the door.

#3 Be respectful.  
#4 Be an economist
I am available before and after school, as well as during periods 4 in room 241.  Please feel free to come by anytime.


Parents – Economics can be a course that is intriguing, yet, oftentimes challenging.  It is my desire to awaken their minds to the economics around them, while preparing them for the AP exam in May. To prepare them I will not only offer the best possible instruction during Semester 1, but I will also provide weekly review sessions following spring break.  Please note that attending these review sessions are part of the commitment to this course.  

It is essential for the students’ understanding that they are not only receiving instruction from me at school, but also that they are working diligently on their assignments while at home.  You are a critical element in their learning; therefore, I look forward to partnering with you as your son/daughter navigates through economics!  

The easiest way to contact me is by e-mail at bontragerw@rbhs208.org or carlsonw@rbhs208.org. Please sign below to indicate you have read this syllabus and identify the most convenient way for you to be contacted:
Student Name: _________________________________________

Name of Parent to Contact:   ___________________________________

Most Convenient Method of Contact:  
E-mail at _______________________________


 Phone at ______________________________



Either of above methods

Parent Signature: ________________________________________
