Advanced Placement Macroeconomics

Mrs. Bontrager
Email: bontragerw@rbhs208.org

Communication:

· Email is best.  I check my email often and am generally quick to reply.

· SKYWARD:  I update Skyward regularly.  Please check Skyward for your grade.  

Course Introduction:

AP Macroeconomics is offered second semester at Riverside Brookfield High School.  Macroeconomics will focus on national economies, rather than individual industries (which are studied in microeconomics).  We have two main goals for this course:  to make economics both more accessible and more interesting.  In reaching toward these goals, we will be preparing each of your students to pass the AP Microeconomics and/or AP Macroeconomics exam in May.  

Materials
· Advanced Placement Macroeconomics workbook, John Morton
· You need to bring this EVERY day
· Notebook
· When the bell rings you are expected to have your notebook open and a pen/pencil in your hand, ready to take notes
· Binder
· I will be giving you a lot of readings because we do not use a textbook.  Your binder will consist of these readings, charts/handouts, and homework assignments.  I suggest organizing it by the units that we cover.   
· Calculator
· You may use a simple calculator in class and on the exams in this course (however the AP exam does not allow you to use calculators, so don’t become too dependent on it!)
· You RARELY need your calculator; therefore, I do not want to see it on your desk or in your hand during class.  If you have somewhat of an addiction and just can’t get enough of those amazing calculator games, I may happen to keep your calculator for some length of time.
Course Expectations & Commitment

·  Do your work

· Don’t be lazy

· Work until you understand the concept, so this at times means going to other resources, or spending more time with your work

This course involves daily preparation and a lot of practice.  For many students, the only way to understand economics is through repetition—going over concepts again and again until they really make sense.  I am here to help, but you need to make the commitment to complete your assignments, go to review sessions, and understand the concepts.  You have made the choice to be in a college level course, we expect your academic behavior to reflect that of a college student.  

Please note that weighted credit will only be given to those who take the exam.  

Grading
Grades are based upon the following weightings:

Homework 40%

Exams 40%

Quizzes 20%

Homework
·  Do your homework, don’t be lazy

· If you don’t like homework, don’t take this course
· Homework is generally graded based on completion
AP Macroeconomics involves daily work of two basic types: textbook readings and workbook assignments.  You should assume that daily preparation will require between 45 minutes to an hour on average each night.  High quality work is expected.  Please take the necessary time to complete your assignments thoughtfully and thoroughly.

Homework will be checked randomly throughout the week.  Each homework check is worth 10 points.  If the assignment is complete (this means you attempted it; it may not be correct, but something is written) you will receive 10 points.  If the assignment is not complete when I check the work or if you leave the assignment in your locker you will receive a 0—no exceptions.

The expectation for other assignments will be clearly defined and will be worth 10-20 points.  For each unit, homework will be worth a total of approximately 70-80 points.  This means that if you complete all of your homework and get a 60% on your exams, you will have a “C” in the course.    

Exams
·  The exams are tough.  You need to study and work hard to prepare for the exams.  

There will be six unit exams, each worth approximately 100 points.  Review sessions will be scheduled prior to each exam.

Students who do not receive a passing grade on an individual exam MUST attend a review session (to be scheduled following the exam) and retake the exam within a week.  All work associated with the review session must be complete and given to the instructor in order for you to retake the exam. Note that class time is not used to go over or to retake exams.   

The review sessions and retake are offered at times that accommodate your schedules; therefore, arrange your schedule to attend the entire review session and be at the retake on the given dates.  Unless there are extenuating circumstances, you are expected to attend on the given dates.  
Participation:

·  Class is boring if you don’t participate and if you don’t talk.  Learn to talk at appropriate times, like when I ask you what the answer is.  When you don’t talk, I think you don’t understand.  

The students are expected to contribute to class daily.  The course is taught along the lines of a college seminar. Students are expected to be prepared to discuss the assigned readings and review the workbook activities.   

Make up work:
If you are absent, you are responsible for any information that you may have missed.  You may talk to me before or after class about your assignments. Please do not raise your hand mid-class and expect me to discuss your make-up work with you.

Cheating

Cheating will not be tolerated!  Cheating is defined as giving or receiving answers on any assignment.  Unless instructed by the teacher, all assignments are to be done on an individual basis.  The consequences for cheating are listed in the student handbook and will be strictly observed.  

DON’T CHEAT!

House Rules

#1 Be here.  Both in presence and spirit.  Don’t be late.  Don’t work on other things.  

#2 Be efficient.  Use all of your time wisely.  Please do not start packing up your belongings before the class is concluded & DO NOT line up at the door.

#3 Be respectful.  Don’t swear.
#4 Be an economist

I am available before and after school, as well as during periods 4 in room 241.  Please feel free to come by anytime.
